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for that purpose. It would have added greatly to the utility of the 
hook had a series of anatomical sections suitably colored to show the 
location of the principal vessels at the chief points for amputation, 
been introduced here. The same may be said of the section upon the 
ligation of arteries; it is particularly in connection with these opera¬ 
tions that the surgeon needs something to recall the surrounding ana¬ 
tomical details, a need never so deeply felt as in the field and at a dis¬ 
tance from his books. The lack of a series of illustrations indicating 
the location of the proper incisions and the anatomical relations is a 
weakness that admits of an easy remedy; if the latter were shown in 
colors, as has been done in a number of recent works upon anatomy 
and surgery, the value of the work for rapid reference would be vastly 
enhanced. 

After good sections upon tetanus, gangrene, osteo-myelitis and 
scurvy, he presents some brief notes upon foot-soreness, the treatment 
of the drowned by Marshall Hall’s and Sylvester’s methods, the selec¬ 
tion of cooking places and the construction of latrines, together with 
some practical remarks on water and rations. In appendices are con¬ 
tained a formulary, a list of antiseptics contained in the various supply 
cases of the British army, a copy of the recent order to the German 
army, containing instructions for the preparation and application of 
sublimate bandages, etc., with some suggestions as to food supply. 
By using thin paper and small type, the bulk of the book has been 
greatly reduced, and, while severe criticism would remark upon a 
number of points susceptible of improvement, taken as a whole the 
book is thoroughly well adapted to the wants not only of the military 
surgeon but to the isolated practitioner, whose resources are often 
taxed at points remote from libraries or other professional assistance. 

. James E. Pilcher. 

Manuel de Tracheotomie. Par le Dr. Paul Renault. 

Manual of Tracheotomy. By Dr. Paul Renault. 

This excellent little book, published after the author’s death, deals 
only with tracheotomy for croup. The object is not to introduce any 
new method of procedure, but to describe clearly and methodically the 
indications for the operative interference, the operation itself and the 
precautions to be afterwards adopted. A chapter is added on the va¬ 
rious complications that may occur. The value of the work consists 
in its being the result of the author’s own observation and practical 
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experience whilst acting as resident in the Paris hospitals. As such it 
is necessarily somewhat dogmatic. This we conceive to be rather an 
advantage than a blemish. The book is intended as an aid to the 
general practitioner, or to the newly appointed resident in a hospital, 
when called upon to act for the first time in a case of diphtheritic 
croup, and for this purpose it is better to lay down clearly certain lines 
of procedure, rather than to confuse the beginner with many alterna¬ 
tive methods. 

The first chapter deals with the indications for tracheotomy in 
croup, and the time for operating, and the contra-indications. The 
author declares his preference for operating late, and gives the follow¬ 
ing reasons: 

1. That late operations are as successful as early ones. 

2. That if the surgeon have patience about i in io requires no sur¬ 
gical interference, but recovers without it, and that we thus avoid the 
risk attending operation which he considers greater than is usually 
stated. 

Without entering into the question of the risk involved in the opera¬ 
tion itself, it is clear that if the first proposition is true, he has estab¬ 
lished his point; but this we cannot grant. We are firmly convinced, 
on the contrary, that, as in hernia, a great proportion of the unsuccess¬ 
ful results are due to delay in operating. More stress is rightly laid on 
the labored breathing than on the severity of occasional attacks of 
dyspnoea, as indicating the necessity of operation. 

Chapter II is devoted to a rapid sketch descriptive of the operation 
of tracheotomy as practised by Trousseau (low operation), Bourdillat 
(high operation) and Saint Germain (laryngo-tracheotomy), these be¬ 
ing the only methods that the author considers worthy of notice. 

Trousseau’s operation is condemned on account of excessive slow¬ 
ness and hemorrhage, and that of Saint Germain is only considered 
suitable to experienced operators and in exceptional cases. The pref¬ 
erence is therefore given to Bourdillat’s operation, slightly modified in 
the direction of that of Saint Germain. 

Chapter III. deals with preliminary arrangements, assistants, room, 
table, light, instruments, etc. It is an admirable chapter and deserves 
careful study. 

Chapter IV. is devoted to a detailed description of the operation, 
with a commentary on the same. This description is clear, concise 
and leaves little to be desired, and is followed by a commentary which, 
if somewhat lengthy, fills in every particular and impresses each point 
forcibly on the memory by explaining the reason for it. The greatest 
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stress is rightly laid on the absolute fixation of the larynx during the 
whole time of the operation, not by a hook, but by seizing the thyroid 
cartilage between the thumb and middle finger of the left hand, the in¬ 
dex finger being used to mark the lower border of the cricoid carti¬ 
lage. 

Chapter V. describes faulty operations. Several important hints 
are given in this chapter. Amongst others attention is drawn to the 
fact that the isthmus of the thyroid may be divided with absolute im¬ 
punity. 

Chapter VI. deals with accidents during operation, and chapter VII 
with after treatment. This chapter is perhaps the best in the book, 
and gives a number of most valuable particulars respecting food, 
warmth, protection of the tube and way of removing the tube, etc. 

Chapter VIII., and last, treats of various complications which may 
occur, of which the most important is broncho-pneumonia. There is 
much in these last two chapters that deserves special notice; but 
enough has been said to indicate the value of this treatise, which we 
cordially commend to the medical practitioner. 

Benj. Wainkwright. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Reports. Edited by W. S. Church, 

M.D., and W. J. YValsham, F.R.C.S. Vol. XXIII., London: Smith, 

Elder & Co., 1887. 

The surgical part of this volume contains, as usual, some contribu¬ 
tions of great value. In fact, it is rather better than usual. 

Mr. Butlin describes in detail two cases of cancer of the breast 
which he treated with caustics. The skin was destroyed with Vienna 
paste, i. e., equal parts of caustic potash and caustic lime well pow¬ 
dered and made into a paste with alcohol. The deeper parts were 
burnt with Bougard’s paste, of which the formula is: 

Wheat flour, - - - 60 grammes. 

Starch, .... 60 “ 

Arsenic, - - - 1 “ 

Cinnabar, ... 5 “ 

Sal ammoniac, ... 5 “ 

Corrosive sublimate, - 0.5 centigrammes. 

Solution of zinc chloride at 52 0 , 245 grammes. 

All the ingredients, except the last, are separately ground and re¬ 
duced to fine powder ; they are then mixed in a mortar of glass or 
china, and the solution of chloride of zinc is slowly poured in, while the 



